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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The invention relates to a dispensing container. More particularly, the invention relates to a 
dispensing container including a cap having a clasp adapted for attachment to a variety of articles. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 

The use of lanyards as a means for carrying items has recently seen substantial growth. In 
addition to identification badges, people use their lanyards to carry a wide variety of items, including 
dispensing containers. Unfortunately, however, most dispensing containers are not well adapted for 
secure and easy attachment to a lanyard. For example, most currently available dispensing 
containers are either difficult to utilize in conjunction with a lanyard or are not capable of secure 
attachment to the lanyard. While some clips have been developed for the attachment of dispensing 
containers to lanyards (albeit developed with structures limiting their effectiveness), these clips are 
not readily adapted for use in attaching dispensing containers to other structures, such as, zippers, 
belts, key chains, backpacks, golf bags etc. 

As such, a need exists for a dispensing container offering a convenient and reliable 
mechanism for attachment to various articles, for example, lanyards. The present invention 
provides such a dispensing container. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
It is, therefore, an object of the present invention to provide a dispensing container 
including a selectively removable cap to which a variety of articles may be securely and selectively 
attached. The dispensing container includes a dispensing body in which material for dispensing is 
5 stored. The dispensing body includes a closed end, at least one side wall and an open end through 
which the material is dispensed. The dispensing container also includes a cap shaped and 
dimensioned for selectively covering the open end of the dispensing body. The cap includes a first 
end shaped and dimensioned for frictionally engaging the open end of the dispensing body for 
secure and selective attachment thereto and a closed second end including a clasp extending 
10 therefrom. The clasp includes a first arm and a second arm. The first arm includes a first arcuate 
member and a first upwardly extending connecting member linking the first arcuate member to the 
cap, and the second arm includes a second arcuate member and a second upwardly extending 
connecting member linking the second arcuate member to the cap. The first arm and the second 
arm are oriented upon the cap so as to overlap in a mating configuration with the first arm lying 
15 over the second arm, the first arcuate member and the second arcuate member overlapping through 
a substantial portion of their respective arcs. 

It is also an object of the present invention to provide a dispensing container wherein the 
first arcuate member has a slighdy smaller radius of curvature than the second arcuate member. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a dispensing container wherein the 
20 first arcuate member extends along an arc which is larger than the arc of the second arcuate 
member. 
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It is also another object of the present invention to provide a dispensing container wherein 
the first arm and the second arm are positioned approximately 2 mm or less from one another. 

It is also an object of the present invention to provide a dispensing container wherein the 
clasp includes a first arm and a second arm, and the first arm includes a first arcuate member 
5 extending along an arc of at least 120 degrees and the second arm includes a second arcuate member 
extending along an arc of at least 120 degrees. The first arm and the second arm are oriented upon 
the cap so as to overlap in a mating configuration with the first arm lying over the second arm, the 
first arcuate member and the second arcuate member overlapping through at least a 60 degree arc. 

Other objects and advantages of the present invention will become apparent from the 
10 following detailed description when viewed in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, which 
set forth certain embodiments of the invention. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the present dispensing container with the internal 
components shown in phantom. 

Figure 2 is a side view of the dispensing container shown with reference to Figure 1. 
Figure 3 is a top view of the present dispensing container. 
Figure 4 is a side plan view of the present dispensing container. 



DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 
The detailed embodiment of the present invention is disclosed herein. It should be 
understood, however, that the disclosed embodiment is merely exemplary of the invention, which 
may be embodied in various forms. Therefore, the details disclosed herein are not to be interpreted 

5 as limited, but merely as the basis for the claims and as a basis for teaching one skilled in the art how 
to make and/ or use the invention. 

With reference to Figures 1 to 4, a dispensing container 10 is disclosed. The dispensing 
container 10 is specifically adapted for attachment to a lanyard or for attachment of small items 
thereto. With this in mind, the dispensing container 10 generally includes a selectively removable 

10 cap 12 to which a variety of articles may be securely and selectively attached, including, for example, 
a lanyard, keyring, ornament, etc. 

More particularly, the dispensing container 10 includes a dispensing body 14 in which 
material for dispensing is stored. In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present 
invention, the dispensing body 14 is similar to those commonly utilized in the dispensing of lip 

15 balms. This preferred embodiment includes a central cavity 16 in which lip balm 18 is stored and a 
screw type dispensing mechanism 20 for moving the lip balm 18 toward the open end 22 of the 
dispensing body 14 in a controlled manner. While a lip balm dispenser is disclosed in accordance 
with a preferred embodiment of the present invention, the dispensing body may take a variety of 
forms without departing from the spirit of the present invention. In general, the dispensing body 14 

20 need only include a closed end 24, at least one side wall 26 and an open end 22 through which the 
material is dispensed. 
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As mentioned above, the dispensing container 10 includes a cap 12 to which a variety of 
objects maybe selectively secured. The cap 12 is shaped and dimensioned for selectively covering 
the open end 22 of the dispensing body 14. The cap 12 includes a first end 28 shaped and 
dimensioned for frictionally engaging the open end 22 of the dispensing body 14 for secure and 
5 selective attachment thereto and a closed second end 30 including a clasp 32 extending therefrom. 
Frictional engagement of the cap 12 to the open end 22 of the dispensing body 14 is 
achieved by providing both the internal wall 34 of the cap 12 and the external wall 36 of the 
dispensing body 14 adjacent the open end 22 thereof with two-stepped profiles. The two- stepped 
profiles utilized in both the cap 12 and the dispensing body 14 allow a user to align the cap 12 and 

10 the dispensing body 14 through the use of the large/ small diameter profiles of the cap 12 and the 
dispensing body 14, and subsequently matingly engage the cap 12 and the dispensing body 14 when 
the cap 12 is pushed over the dispensing body 14 such that the small/large diameter profiles of the 
cap 12 and dispensing body 14 are engaged. 

Specifically, the internal wall 34 of the cap 12 adjacent the first end 28 of the cap 12 is 

15 provided with a large diameter profile 38 directly adjacent the first end 28 thereof. Slightly above 
the large diameter profile 38, the cap 12 is provided with a small diameter profile 42. The external 
wall 36 of the dispensing body 14 adjacent the open end 22 thereof is provided with a large diameter 
profile 40. Similarly, the dispensing body 14 is provided with a small diameter profile 44 slightly 
above the large diameter profile 40 thereof. 

20 The large diameter profile 38 of the cap 12 is slightly larger than the large diameter profile 40 

of the dispensing body 14 such that the cap 12 and dispensing body 14 may be aligned prior to 
placement of the cap 12 upon the dispensing body 14. The small diameter profile 42 of the cap 12 
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and the large diameter profile 40 of the dispensing body 14 are substantially the same size, with the 
small diameter profile 42 of the cap 12 being only slighdy smaller than the large diameter profile 40 
of the dispensing body 14 so as to create a tight frictional engagement. As such, when the cap 12 is 
placed over the dispensing body 14, the large diameter prof ile 38 of the cap 12 initially sits over the 
5 dispensing body 14 and the small diameter profile 42 of the cap 12 engages the large diameter 

profile 40 of the dispensing body 14 to create a frictional connection between the cap 12 and the 
dispensing body 14. 

A ledge 46 is formed adjacent the large diameter profile 40 of the dispensing body 14 at a 
position remote from the open end 22 of the dispensing body 14. The ledge 46 is formed so as to 

10 control movement of the cap 12 onto the dispensing body 14 by providing a surface which the first 
end 28 of the cap 12 may engage when it is fully positioned upon the dispensing body 14. 

While a frictional engagement construction is disclosed above in accordance with a preferred 
embodiment of the present invention, other engagement structures (for example, threads) may be 
employed without departing from the spirit of the present invention. 

15 As briefly discussed above, the cap 12 includes a clasp 32 to which a variety of articles may 

be attached. The clasp 32 includes a first arm 48 and a second arm 50. The first and second arms 
48, 50 are resiliently biased so as to permit the passage of an article therebetween. The first arm 48 
includes a first arcuate member 52 extending along an arc of at least 120 degrees and a first upwardly 
extending connecting member 54 linking the first arcuate member 52 to the cap 12. The second 

20 arm 50 includes a second arcuate member 56 extending along an arc of at least 120 degrees and a 

second upwardly extending connecting member 58 linking the second arcuate member 56 to the cap 
12. 
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As a result of the opposed orientation of the first arm 48 and the second arm 50, the first 
and second arms 48, 50 overlap in a mating configuration with the first arm 48 lying over the second 
arm 50. In fact, and in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present invention, the first 
arcuate member 52 and the second arcuate member 56 overlap through at least a 60 degree arc. 

While preferred angular orientations are provided in describing a preferred embodiment of 
the present invention, the specific angular orientations are not critical to the functionality of the 
present dispensing container. What is critical, however, is that the first and second arms 48, 50 
overlap along a significant portion of their arcs so as to create a secure attachment mechanism for 
readily and selectively attaching articles to the present dispensing container. 

Also in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present invention, the first arcuate 
member 52 has a slighdy smaller radius of curvature than the second arcuate member 56. As shown, 
the radius of curvature for first arcuate member 52 is .218 inches and the radius of curvature for 
second arcuate member 56 is .281 inches. This matching relationship provides an overlap which will 
once again aid in securely attaching articles to the present dispensing container 10. In addition, the 
first arcuate member 52 extends along an arc which is larger than the arc of the second arcuate 
member 56. In fact, and in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present invention, the 
first arcuate member 52 extends along an arc which is approximately 180 degrees and the second 
arcuate member 56 extends along an arc which is approximately 160 degrees. Further, the first arm 
48 and the second arm 50 are positioned approximately 2 mm or less from one another. 

In addition, and in order to accommodate the fact that the first arm 48 sits over the second 
arm 50, the first upwardly extending connecting member 54 is longer than the second upwardly 
extending connecting member 58. In addition, the second arcuate member 52 includes a proximal 
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end 60 connected to the second upwardly extending connecting member 58 and a free distal end 62, 
and the distal end 62 is positioned closer to the first arm 48 than the proximal end 60. Further, the 
first arcuate member 52 includes a proximal end 64 connected to the first upwardly extending 
connecting member 54 and a free distal end 66, and the distal ends 62, 66 of both the first arcuate 
member 52 and the second arcuate member 56 are tapered. 

While the use of two arms 48, 50 in accordance with the present invention optimizes 
attachment to various support structures, the two arms further provide for improved strength. That 
is, through the use of two arms 48, 50 the strength of the clasp 32 is double based upon the inherent 
strength of the first and second arms 48, 50. As such, if the clasp 32 were subjected to a pulling 
force, the second arm 50 will contact the first arm 48 to create double resistance. 

While the preferred embodiments have been shown and described, it will be understood that 
there is no intent to limit the invention by such disclosure, but rather, is intended to cover all 
modifications and alternate constructions falling within the spirit and scope of the invention as 
defined in the appended claims. 
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